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Cahfomla Attomey G

, General ‘Rob Bontaon -
E Thursday announced-a,
major investigationinto. -

‘companies that manu-
- facture plastics; the first o

,1ts kind in'the natron, say-. .

Ing that for 50 years they.:
‘have been engaged in

" potentially illegal business -

practices by:misleadingly -

ucts are recyclable, when
. most-areiot::

‘Bonta said he is 1ssumg Loy
- .ronmental health'in: the
Umted States have been e
whac '1mprov1ng inrecent dec-"
ades, from smoglevels to!
-+ the. expansion of renewable.

' subpoenas against Ex-- -

xonMobll and-other:com= "

, panres, and said society’s

" -growing plastics pollution :

_problem — particulaily.in
" oceans: which are httered
by trillions of tiny pieces of
. plastic — is something they
are legally liable forand -
: should be ordered to ad—
- dress.:

“In Calrforma and across

=i . the globe, we are seelng
i the catastrophlc' results of
"“the fossil fuel mdustry s
; \,",decades-long campaign ¢ of
"..deception,” Bonta said. '
\“Plastrc pdllution is seep- -

i A

ing into our waterways, .

*poisoning‘our environ-

ment, and- blrgh_tlng our '

The compamesl could be

+ liable under: Cahforma

+ laws'that prohlbrt fraudu- :
u lent.claihs buy mdustry,
.claiming’ that plastics prod-;\v .

unfair busmess practices: or

. environmental pollutlon,

he added: 5
* Many:measures of: env1-

energy But, plastlcs pollu-
¢ion is growmg steadlly
worse.

-Half the plastrc that has

ever exrsted on Earth was

'made in the last 20 years.
Only 9% of the plastrc sold

- every year in t]h

“"1n-, -estlgatlon :mto
pollutlon

“States is'recycled,accord-

] ! ing to the U.S.EPA: Uptd.

13 mrlllon memc tons: of it

i ,,‘ends up in the world’
..ocean each: year‘ s the
_ equrvalent ofa garbage

truck-full bemg durhped
into the sea every mmute

"+ .= where it kills fish /blrds,
*sea turtles, whales and

"-dolphins thateat itor be- :
. come’ entangled byiit:-

Plastic lasts for hundreds

~of'years. Makmg it con-.

© ;sumes ldrge amounts’ of

* petroleum products; whrch
., contributesto climate

" change: And at the current
- rate, one récent study

" found there! will be more
s plastic’ by welght ifi'the «

. ocean in'2050 than ﬁsh
most of it:brokeininto tril-.: -
‘lions of. tmy preces of tox1c
5 confettr pERE

One recent study found
that on average,/ every..
person in the world mgests
an average of 5 grams of
tmy mlCI‘OSCOplC plastrc

1

Unlted o
. take the materials back or
tund programs that. recycle 0

i ’ N

, every Week the equlvalent

they’ water they drink, food

< they eat — partlcularly

‘seafood —, ~and the arr they_

breathe. .
The impacts to human
health are unclear. ,
. Bonta’s move comes

. efforts:by environmental- -
*ists in the state leglslature
+ to force companies that

anufacture plasticsto '

them at mivich higher rates;

ST

a 'major showdown with.

" 'industry and environ-: .

: “mental groups later thls
/year, aballot measure:.

. "suppotted by orgamzatlons s

- like the Monterey Bay -
' Aquarium will appear: be-
E ]fore Cahfomla votersin -

November to fequire com- -

pames to take those: steps. -

If approved by a majority’
of voters; the measure . «::
.+ would ban polystyrene, or.
foam, food packaging,'s such‘

“as clam-shell boxes for .-
‘take-out food; at stores,

s supermarkets and restaus S
") “rants. Some cities already.

.-have.a ban in place, but the
: ballot measure would
make it statewide. In addr-
tron, it would i imposea. |
.+1:centfee:on each item of i
plastrc packagmg, pald by
pac agmg Joit

Tofa credlt card, through Lo

i compames that make plas-
_tic packaging — everything
- from fast-food.containers.

to.packaging that holds - .+
- -toys and other products A4,
. inside cardboard boxes = .

‘toreduce the amount they’
.+ news confererice Thursday:. 5
-’ ‘at atbeach:in Los Angeles

amrd severa] yedrs of failed*

' Inwhatis ‘expécted to be':

ormore annually to fund
‘ reoyclmg efforts,,beach b
' cleanups and other pollu- ‘
~tion programs aroungl the ,
i state.’ ‘

LIE also‘ would requlre

sellin Cahfornra 25% by

12030, i

Practrcally speaklng, that.‘
. could'mean cornpanies . -
would have to set up “take %
“back” programs or-fund

" recycling efforts. They

- 'would alinost Certamly .
*+have to discontinue certain
“types of hard-to-recycle’
. :plastrc and use. less packag-f-'
* ingin general ; T

The\measure 1s opposed i
: <by the plasth industry. ;

Tim Shestek; a. spokesman
for the Amencan Chem--

ciation that mcludes large -

companies such'as Dow, o
" :DuPont; 3M and Exxo-- .
.+ Mobil:Chemmical, last year :

called‘the measure “a-,

. massive taxpayer-funded ‘
-giveaway of billions of
- dollars to fund a vanety of

spec1al mterest pet pro-
jects.”

:He sard 1t threatens
small busmeSSes like res-
taurants and tl'lat the plas-
tlcs mdustry is commrtted

i to reducmg plastrc waste

;. talnabrhty goals, like hgh .
_“weighting vehicles, makmg.

- ing food ‘waste: ™

THE SACRAMENTO BEE -

- * “Plastics are mdlspens-

" able to the modern way,of -

lrfe,” he said, “and are
“ctitical to acluevmg sus

buildings and homes more -
‘ energy-efficrent and reduc- -
‘allof -1
‘which help reduce green-
houise gas emissions.”
*. Bonta; ata mid-morning

with bags of plasuc trash

“..nearby that had recently

been picked up off the -

" beach, cited recent news -
' mvesugatlons, including ohe
" by NPR and PBS Frontline,

‘that showed; plastics manu- - :

" facturmg compariies knew . -

as far back as the 1970s that.
" some types of plastics would ‘
‘not be economically viable:

“ to recycle, but made the

claims anyway to avord

i <pollution:laws. {
1stry Council,a trade asso- ;

STt was. all a b1g ruse;”.

- Bonta sald “The bigoil «

. executives, they: knew the .-
truth The truth is that the -
-vast majority of plastic:/
+cannot be recycled. The, -
truth is the recychng rate

;- has never surpassed 9%."
The truthié the vast major-:
... ity of plastrc products by .

B desrgn cannot be recycled ;

~and 91%-end up inland- ;..
fills, are burned or are




